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13th August 2017 – Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

How does God reveal himself to us? Most of the time, in precisely the way we do not expect! This 

is what happened to Elijah: we expect God - all-powerful, almighty - to appear in dramatic effects 

of nature; but no, God is in a gentle breeze. Similarly, in the Gospel: the disciples do not expect 

Jesus to come towards them walking on the lake - but he does. And when God is revealed in the 

unexpected, he gives courage and strength: Elijah was afraid when he went to Horeb, but was 

strengthened by his encounter with God to continue his mission; in the same way, the disciples are 

given courage and faith by the Lord who walks to them on the waters. 
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Liturgy & Activities This Week 
Sunday Cycle A; Weekday Cycle 1; Divine Office Week 3 

Sunday Missal:   page 359; Preface at Priest’s choice 

Prayers Please 
Sick: Joan Coles, Isabelle Owen, Laura 
Shuttleworth, Tony Winstanley, Bernard 
Holder, Eileen Murphy, Joan Pearce, Peter 
Cranmer, Pauline Bowling, Caroline Garside, 
Sarah Parkinson, Linda Southern, Callum 
Fazackerley, Elaine Jansen, Josephine 
Knowles, Mary Cassidy, Tony Wright, Janet 
Rabbett, Mike Greenhalgh, June Dawson, 
Greta Barlow, Cassie Wilson, Christine 
Hasleden, Suzanne Freeman-Hill, Jude 
McCann Brown, Ann Cunliffe, John Pryor, 
Maureen Woodward, Rose Adams, Valerie 
Piddock, Irene Parkinson, Robert Morissey, 
Edwin Rankin, Father Francis McCauley, 
Margaret Patterson, Zachary Ainscough (aged 
7), Mary Bagg, Mary Castle, Peggy Ainscow, 
Canon Dorran, Christine Everitt, Priscilla 
Martin, Mark O’Brien, Philip Derbyshire, 
Sheila Derbyshire, Margaret Gibson, Kathleen 
& Arnold Banks, Andrew Rostron and all who 
are sick or recovering from serious illness 

 

Lately Dead:  Gerard Eastwood, Gordon 
Flinders, Pat Ellis, Trudie Kitts, Marie 
Derbyshire, Michael O’Neill, Mary Leigh, 
Clare Dolan  
 

Anniversaries: Dorothy Wilding, Denis 
Coughlan, Stanley Mellor, Andrew Hayes, 
Bob Whaley 
 

Mass Intentions: Ron Higson (Birthday 
Remembrance), Gordon Flinders, Gerard 
Eastwood, Dorothy Wilding, Pat Ellis, Trudie 
Kitts & Family, Denis Coughlan, Marie 
Derbyshire, Michael O’Neill, Stanley Mellor, 
Andrew Hayes, Mary Leigh, Robert (Bob) 
Whaley 

Sunday 

 

9.15am Mass (SJ)  

11.15am Mass (SB)  

2pm Baptism (SC) 
 

Monday (14th) 
 

St Maximilian Mary 

Kolbe 

9.30am Mass (SB) 
7.45pm SVP (SJ)                           
                                          

Tuesday (15th) 
  

Feast of The 

Assumption 

11am Mass (SB)                               Holy Day of Obligation 
7pm Mass (SJ) 
7.15pm SVP (SB)                
 

Wednesday (16th) 
 

9.30am Mass (SJ) 
 
 

Thursday (17th) 
 
 

9.15am Mass (SB)  
7pm CAFOD Meeting (SJ, Patmos Room) 
7.15pm – 8pm Christian Meditation (SB, Harbour Room) 
 

Friday (18th) 
 
 

9.30am Mass (SJ) 
 

Saturday (19th)  
 
 

2pm Baptism (SB) 
5pm Mass (SC) 
6pm Meeting for St Columba parishioners (in church)                    
                                              

Sunday (20th) 

 
 

9.15am Mass (SJ)  

11.15am Mass (SJ) 

2pm Baptism (SJ) 

Collections & Donations: All cheques (even for special collections) should be made payable to St 
Brendan’s, St Columba’s or St John’s as appropriate. 
Mass Intentions: Cheques should be made payable to St John’s 
Gift Aid: If you are a tax-payer, the parish can claim back the tax you have paid on any donations you 
make if you simply sign a Gift Aid form once. Please ask. Thanks 

 

Cycle of Prayer Part 5 (of 6):  

We pray especially for: a deeper 
understanding between Christians and Jews; 
those who suffer persecution, oppression 
and denial of human rights; Europe; human 
life; seafarers 



The Assumption: Tuesday is a Holyday of Obligation, 

celebrating Mary’s Assumption into heaven at the end of her 

earthly life. Given that it is holiday time and the schools are not 

in session, we will just have two Masses that day – 11am at St 

Brendan’s and 7pm at St John’s. 

 

 
 

Christian Meditation: The next set of dates for the Christian 

Meditation are: 

Thursday 17 August 7.15pm - 8pm 
Tuesday 22 August 2pm - 2.45pm 
Thursday 24 August 7.15pm - 8pm 
Tuesday 29 August 2pm - 2.45 pm 
Thursday 31 August 7.15pm - 8pm 

Tuesday 5 September    2pm - 2.45pm 
Thursday 7 September   7pm - 7.45pm 

These will be held in the Harbour Room at St Brendan’s.  
 
CAFOD Group: The next CAFOD meeting will be on 
Thursday 17 August at 7pm in the Patmos Room at St John's 
(Please note change of venue). New members would be warmly 
welcomed. The CAFOD group do valuable work on behalf of 
the parish to aid people overseas facing dire poverty and 
illness caused by hostile conditions due to both internal conflict 
and oppressive physical conditions. Such people urgently need 
our help and prayers. Our parish CAFOD group are actively 
committed to aiding them reach a self-sustaining lifestyle. Please 
consider joining our group by attending the meeting. 
 

 

Save The Date: St John's SVP are holding a charity concert with 
the Eden Singers on Friday 15 September (7.30pm) at Dunscar 
Conservative Club. The musical evening will include a Tribute to 
the Beatles and Decades of Pop from the 1940's up to the present day and 
promises to be a very enjoyable event. Tickets priced at £8 are 
now on sale and will include a pasty supper. There will be a full 

bar facility available at the Conservative Club. 
 

St John’s School: This September marks the 40th anniversary of 

the opening of the school in 1977. The first Mass of the new 

academic year (15 September 2017) will be dedicated to this 

special occasion. The school will be hosting an evening 

celebration “St John’s Through the Decades” and there will of course 

be a celebration in school for the children (dates for the above 

are to be advised). All will be welcome.  In the meantime, if past 

staff, children, parents, grandparents, governors and friends 

could have a look for any photographs, newspaper cuttings, 

extracts of information, and would be willing to allow us to use 

them for display purposes and to create a Memories Book, these 

would be gratefully received. The items loaned to us, should 

include the sender’s name so that they can be returned. Many 

thanks 
 

St John’s 200 Club 
The August winners are:  

  £50 E Openshaw (137)  
  £25 S Morgan (61) 
 

Parish Amalgamation: Over these next few weeks there will be 

extra pages on the newsletter to share information about the 

forthcoming amalgamation. Please consider the issues carefully 

and respond appropriately. The next Parish Forum meeting is on 

Tuesday 5 September (7.30-9pm).   
 

 
 

 
 

 

Readers and Eucharistic Ministers for 19/20 August 

Mass Reader Eucharistic Ministers 
5pm (SC) 
 

9.15 (SJ) 
 
 

11.15(SB) 

T Lees 
 

S Copley 
 

 
L Lamoury 

P & F McDowell, E Clarke 
 

P McArdle, F Smith, D Ramsden, 
E, Rothwell, M Cropper, A Gracie 
 

P Carolan, J Murphy, K Wilkinson 

Parish Enabling Team 
 

During the 2015 diocesan consultation, Bishop John spoke 

of each parish establishing a team of lay people to help the 

priest(s) with the leadership of the parish. Here in Bolton 

deanery, we piloted a Lay Leadership Course (which is now 

going to be used in other deaneries) and, as a result, we have 

eight parishioners who have had some training and the 

chance to reflect on what is involved in leading a parish. 
 

As a group, we have decided to call ourselves the Parish 

Enabling Team (rather than “Leadership”) because we see 

our role as one of enabling things to happen and enabling 

others to be involved, rather than running everything or 

dictating how things should be run. 
 

Bishop John identified three areas of parish life that should 

be core to any such team and so we have two parishioners 

with oversight of all areas of administration (Marie Meagher 

and Chris Molyneux), three with oversight of catechetics 

(James Proctor, Joanne Robinson and Andrew Sainsbury) 

and three with oversight of safeguarding (Catherine Bridge, 

Mary Cropper and Caroline Smith). Working together as a 

team, alongside our two priests, they will be looking to co-

ordinate a whole range of parish activities and will be seeking 

the involvement of others. 
 

I am very grateful to these parishioners for taking on this role 

and particularly pleased to have this team in place given that 

the first thing they will be helping to enable is the parish 

amalgamation.  

                      Marriage Matters 
Walking on water...falling through fear: Peter got out of 
the boat but, with fear of sinking, he took his eyes off Jesus. 
Life today is like travelling in a small boat on the rough sea 
of secularism that mocks religion and seeks to end traditional 
marriage. Life’s storms can change into a gentler breeze 
when we get out of our boat and walk with Jesus. 

 
 

 
Think Vocation 

We pray that all those called to priesthood and consecrated 
life will have no fear in responding to Jesus as He calls them 
to trust in Him and His choice of them. 



Parish Amalgamation Consultation 
St Brendan, Harwood and St John the Evangelist, Bromley Cross  
 
 
Paper 1: Considering the Future of St Columba, Tonge Moor 
 
Although St Columba is not included in the proposal for this particular amalgamation (SB & SJ), its 
future status does have an impact upon it. At the very least it is likely that its amalgamation with the 
parish of Holy Infant & St Anthony will need to be deferred (due to the health of the current parish 
priest there) and so pastoral responsibility would need to continue being provided as part of its 
relationship with SB & SJ for the foreseeable future. This is not ideal. 
 
It may be useful to remind ourselves that the deanery proposals (published in the diocesan 
consultation document of June 2016) included the closure of St Columba church (following 
amalgamation of the parish with both Holy Infant and St John). This was changed in the final 
diocesan proposal (published in January 2017), once St John was taken out of the equation and so 
there were only two parishes merging. 
 
Initially, that diocesan proposal seemed to be a good way forward since it preserved the church 
building and there was a sense of relief that we would not have to face the pain of a closure 
(especially in an impoverished area). However, the change of plan did not take account of the stark 
reality of the position St Columba parish is in with regard to attendance, property and finances. These 
issues have been brought more sharply into focus by the preparations being made for the demolition 
of the presbytery and the securing of the site. Can we justify the expenditure for an uncertain future? 
 
Attendance 
 
The report presented at the last Parish Forum meeting showed a year on year falling Mass 
attendance, with present numbers being 111 of whom between 50% and 75% are from SB, SJ or 
elsewhere. When we made the decision to reduce to just one Sunday Mass in each of our three 
churches (February 2016) the numbers attending the 10.15 Sunday morning Mass at SC had fallen 
to around 50 (and 65 at the 6.30 Saturday evening at SJ). The current attendance, as noted above, 
is boosted by people from both SB and SJ (where there are no Saturday evening Masses). 
 
We do not currently have any weekday Masses at SC, except occasional school Masses and 
funerals. Attempts to provide regular weekday Masses there were not responded to – with the few 
people who attended being largely those who happily travel to SB or SJ for Mass on other days. 
Even prior to December 2012 (when SC became part of this arrangement of parishes) the numbers 
attending weekday Mass were so small that Mass was held in the sacristy area (and even then a 
good number of the few attending were regularly from SJ). 
 
Although there are quite a number of baptisms and we have a full school, this does not translate into 
good attendance at Mass. Nor will the anticipated building of more houses within the parish boundary 
necessarily boost the numbers attending in any significant way. Given the small size of the resident 
and active congregation, it is clear that this is not a viable parish community, which is why it is being 
proposed for amalgamation with a neighbouring parish. However, the question remains as to 
whether or not, again on the grounds of the small numbers attending, there is any justification for 
retaining a church within this part of the amalgamated parish? 
 
Property 
 
It is a sad reality that the property at SC is not in good condition. Both the church and the presbytery 
were surveyed in 2013 and both reports indicated that a significant amount of money needed to be 
spent to bring these buildings up to scratch. This reflects the poor financial state of the parish over 
many years, which prevented any regular programme of maintenance. 
 
Investigation of the presbytery showed that there was a significant problem with dry rot. Since there 
was no proposed use for this building, a decision was taken that it should be demolished. However, 
we were asked to put that on hold until a decision had been made about the church. 



Following the publication of the diocesan proposals (January 2017) we have revisited the option of 
demolishing the presbytery and some of the buildings connecting it to the church. This is not simple 
and straightforward, since it calls for remedial work to the church building (e.g. the making good of 
walls) and the diversion of electrical wiring and heating pipes. Another major concern is the security 
of the site, which would require the erection of a new fence around the quite extensive perimeter. 
The overall cost for this work is in the order of £130K + fees + VAT. The fabric of the church itself 
also needs extensive work, with the 2013 estimate being approximately £40K. 
 
It is not therefore unreasonable to anticipate a capital outlay of around £250K (including fees + VAT) 
being necessary to bring the church and site up to a reasonable standard. The question is whether 
or not it is justifiable to spend this amount of money and then saddle the newly amalgamated parish 
(SC and Holy Infant) with this debt to pay off, especially given the likelihood that the SC portion of 
that parish would not be able to make much of a financial contribution. 
 
Finances 
 
The financial statement circulated at the last Parish Forum meeting covered the period from January 
2013 to June 2017. It showed that the parish is currently in deficit by approximately £2,500 with no 
capital balances. It noted that many of the costs associated with the church, the clergy and wages 
are in fact being borne by SJ (and some by SB). It is therefore hard to see how undertaking the 
proposed demolition and retaining the church can be paid for without expecting Holy Infant to foot 
the bill. It is also hard to see how the ongoing maintenance of the church would be paid for.  
 
Solutions? 
  
The only proposal put forward at the Parish Forum meeting was to involve a developer who might 
build on the site of the presbytery and help with necessary work on the church or who might re-
develop the site to include a small chapel or Mass centre. The meeting noted that such a proposal 
would be longer-term and would not address urgent premises or financial problems (and nor, indeed, 
would it address the issue of poor attendance). I have discussed this suggestion with the diocesan 
property manager and we were both of the view that it was unlikely any developer would be 
interested in this site if a substantial part of it was being retained for a church of whatever size. On 
the other hand, a developer might be interested in purchasing the site of both the church and the 
presbytery and the agreed price might either include the cost of demolition (by that developer) or 
might cover the cost (if demolished by someone else). 
 
Although financial considerations are obviously important, the more significant question is about the 
purpose of keeping a church building which has poor attendance and is only used regularly once a 
week. Over a reasonable period, there has been no indication that parishioners are interested in 
developing any activities based around that church or indeed within that parish area. Given the 
location of the church (at the top end of the parish), those few parishioners who do attend have to 
travel some distance to get there. It would not therefore be unreasonable or particularly difficult for 
them to travel a little further (or in some cases a little less) to attend a neighbouring church. SB is 
1.2 miles from SC, SJ is 1.6 miles and Holy Infant is 1.4 miles. 
 
Given all the issues raised in this paper, my recommendation is that we ask the bishop to reconsider 
the proposal about amalgamating SC with Holy Infant and keeping the church open. It seems more 
sensible to me that we close the church and then divide the territory of SC parish between Holy 
Infant and the newly formed “SB & SJ” parish (whatever it may be called). This has the advantage 
that the parish priest at Holy Infant (whether Fr Molloy or his successor) would not have a second 
church or second school to be responsible for. More particularly, it means that those few parishioners 
of SC who attend Mass or are interested in other parish activities will be being invited to be part of 
two thriving parishes (Holy Infant or “SB & SJ”) rather than struggling to keep a small community 
going. 
 
 
Rev Canon Michael Cooke VG 
Parish Priest 
10 August 2017 
 

You can respond to this consultation via www.sbsj.org.uk or via 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/W9RTXL6 or using a paper 
response form available in church. 
There will be a meeting for St Columba parishioners in church 
after the 5pm Mass next Saturday evening (19th August). 

http://www.sbsj.org.uk/
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/W9RTXL6

